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Introduction

Education is a cornerstone of societal Development and progress (Williams, 2017), and the role
of educators is pivotal in shaping the future of individuals and communities. In the Philippines,
where education is highly valued and considered a pathway to socio-economic advancement, the
role of Filipino language faculty in secondary education institutions is particularly significant.
Filipino language faculty members play a crucial role in imparting language skills, cultural
awareness, and critical thinking abilities to students (Moll, 2014). Therefore, their academic
preparation and pedagogical practices are vital factors that directly affect the quality of education
provided to students.

Effective pedagogy and academic preparation are essential components of language teachers'
success because they serve as the foundation for providing high-quality instruction and
encouraging student accomplishment. Language teachers that have a strong intellectual
background are more prepared to comprehend grammar structures, language learning processes,
and a variety of teaching approaches. It also guarantees that teachers are knowledgeable of the
cognitive, social, and cultural facets of language acquisition, all of which have a big impact on
how proficient a student becomes. Additionally, coursework helps teachers of languages
cultivate a reflective practice in which they may evaluate and modify their methods to
accommodate students' diverse requirements. Students are more likely to participate and succeed
academically in a supportive and productive learning environment when teachers are
intellectually competent.

On the other hand, pedagogy is just as important for converting academic knowledge into
effective teaching strategies that students find engaging. Teaching methods that are adaptable,
inclusive, and sensitive to the unique learning preferences of each student are essential for
language instructors. Methods such as task-based learning, student-centered education, and
communicative language teaching can significantly improve the language learning process by
promoting critical thinking, active engagement, and genuine communication. Language
instructors that use effective pedagogy are able to design meaningful learning experiences that
boost students' enthusiasm and confidence in addition to their language proficiency. In order to
satisfy the demands of contemporary education and serve students from different backgrounds,
teachers must constantly hone their pedagogical skills to incorporate new techniques like
formative assessments, collaborative learning, and the use of technology.

359



International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE)
DOI:10.48047/intjecse/v16i2.38 ISSN: 1308-5581 Vol 16, Issue 02 2024

This study is significant for several reasons. Firstly, it contributes to the body of knowledge on
the role of Filipino language faculty in secondary education, specifically in a culturally diverse
context like Zamboanga City. Secondly, it addresses the need for continuous improvement in
education by ensuring that faculty members are adequately prepared to meet the demands of a
rapidly changing educational landscape. Finally, the findings of this research can inform policy
decisions and institutional strategies aimed at enhancing the quality of Filipino language
instruction in secondary schools, ultimately benefiting both faculty and students.

Researching innovative teaching methods for the virtual world is essential because it enables
teachers to comprehend and adjust to the changing nature of online learning settings. Examining
the ways in which cutting-edge technology like virtual reality, gamification, and interactive tools
might improve student engagement and learning outcomes is crucial as more educational
institutions go online. In order to produce more individualized, inclusive, and collaborative
learning experiences, research in this field provides important insights into how these
innovations might be successfully incorporated into teaching techniques. Additionally, by
assisting educators in identifying the opportunities and problems of virtual pedagogy, it helps
them refine their methods to accommodate students' varied requirements.

By researching innovative virtual world pedagogies, teachers may remain ahead of the trends and
ensure that students are provided with dynamic, engaging, and future-ready learning experiences.
Hence, the researcher was motivated to pursue this study.

Related Literature and Studies
On the Pedagogical Approaches

The field of education is constantly evolving, and effective pedagogical practices are central to
ensuring quality learning experiences for students. Teachers play a pivotal role in shaping the
educational landscape, and the continuous improvement of their pedagogical practices is critical.
In this literature review, we examine the impact of professional development programs on
teachers' pedagogical practices, drawing from a diverse set of studies conducted in various
countries. The quality of education is intrinsically linked to the competence and preparedness of
teachers. In the Philippines, as in many other countries, the proficiency and academic
preparedness of teachers, particularly those teaching subjects in the local language, are critical
factors in ensuring effective pedagogical practices. This review of related literature aims to
provide insights into the academic preparation of Filipino language teachers in secondary schools
in Zamboanga City and its impact on pedagogical practices. Language holds a central role in
education, as it serves as the primary medium through which knowledge is conveyed and
understood. The academic preparation of teachers who teach in the local language, such as
Filipino, is crucial for fostering effective communication and comprehension in the classroom.

Academic Preparation of Language Teachers
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Teacher academic preparedness refers to the qualifications, subject knowledge, and pedagogical
training that educators receive before entering the classroom. Studies have shown that the
academic background of teachers is closely linked to their ability to impart knowledge
effectively (Katitia, 2015). In the context of teaching the Filipino language in Zamboanga City, it
is essential to evaluate the academic preparedness of educators.

The Filipino language is not only a medium of instruction but also a key component of the
nation's cultural and linguistic heritage. Therefore, the academic preparation of teachers in this
language is significant not only for classroom communication but also for cultural preservation.
Leano, Rabi, and Piragasam (2019) said that challenges often arise when teachers lack adequate
academic preparation. For Filipino language teachers in Zamboanga City, these challenges may
include difficulties in conveying complex ideas, addressing language-related misconceptions,
and effectively engaging students. Academic preparedness has a direct influence on the
pedagogical practices of teachers. When teachers are well-prepared academically, they are better
equipped to design and implement effective teaching strategies, tailor their approach to the needs
of their students, and create an engaging learning environment (Oliver, 2017).

In addition to academic preparedness, ongoing professional development plays a critical role in
enhancing pedagogical practices. Programs that provide Filipino language teachers in
Zamboanga City with opportunities for continuous learning and skill development can further
improve teaching quality (Padillo, 2021). Understanding the cultural and regional context of
Zamboanga City is essential for evaluating the academic preparation of Filipino language
teachers. The region's rich linguistic diversity, cultural heritage, and specific educational needs
must be taken into account when assessing and enhancing pedagogical practices.

The academic preparation of Filipino language teachers in Zamboanga City is a crucial
determinant of pedagogical practices and, by extension, the quality of education. To enhance
pedagogical practices effectively, a comprehensive approach that considers both academic
preparation and ongoing professional development, while acknowledging the regional and
cultural context, is necessary. This literature review provides a foundation for understanding the
complexities and importance of academic preparedness among Filipino language teachers,
offering insights into the critical role they play in shaping the educational landscape in
Zamboanga City.

Conversely, professional development programs are recognized as a vital means to empower
teachers with the necessary tools, knowledge, and skills to enhance their pedagogical practices
(Napil & San Jose, 2020). These programs aim to equip educators with strategies to adapt to
changing educational environments and student needs.
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Innovative Pedagogical Practices in the Virtual World

Digital technology's rapid growth has drastically changed the nature of education and opened up
new possibilities for creative teaching methods in online learning settings. The use of immersive
and interactive technologies like virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR), which have
been shown to improve student engagement and comprehension, is one notable change. Bacca et
al. (2014) claim that the usage of VR and AR in the classroom promotes experiential learning
and enables students to interact with the material in ways that are not possible in conventional
classroom settings. These technologies increase retention and comprehension by creating
possibilities for active engagement and hands-on learning by mimicking complicated concepts or
real-world situations (Bacca et al., 2014). Digital platforms for collaborative learning have
become a powerful pedagogical tool in addition to immersive technologies.

Students can collaborate online, share materials, and solve problems as a group, no matter where
they are in the world, because of platforms like Microsoft Teams and Google Classroom.
Hrastinski (2008) asserts that peer interactions and feedback facilitate deeper knowledge in
virtual learning environments. Additionally, it fosters critical thinking and problem-solving
abilities as students contribute to common learning objectives and navigate group dynamics
(Hrastinski, 2008). This move toward more collaborative and dynamic learning models is in line
with the demands of a globally workforce where teamwork is essential for success.

The emergence of cutting-edge technology, such as artificial intelligence (Al) and adaptive
learning systems, has finally made the idea of personalized learning more viable. These systems
enable more individualized and effective learning experiences by analyzing students' learning
habits and customizing content to suit each student's needs. According to Pane et al. (2015), it
has been demonstrated that personalized learning enhances student results by offering focused
assistance and allowing students to advance at their own speed. Personalized learning maximizes
academic achievement and promotes a sense of autonomy in virtual environments by
guaranteeing that students receive the appropriate amount of challenge and support (Pane et al.,
2015).

Research Question

What are the academic preparations among language teachers that would enhance their
pedagogical practices?

Methodology

This research aimed to delve into the intricacies of pedagogical practices among Filipino
language faculty in Zamboanga City's secondary schools. A qualitative approach allowed for a
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deeper examination of the "how" and "why" behind their teaching methods. It provided an
opportunity to explore the underlying beliefs, motivations, and contextual factors that shape the
respondents’ instructional choices.Additionally, the study recognized the importance of
acknowledging the lived experiences and unique narratives of the faculty members. This
approach allowed faculty members to share their personal insights, challenges, successes, and
aspirations related to pedagogy and academic preparation, contributing to a richer understanding
of the subject matter.

The study used a questionnaire which was validated by three experts with extensive knowledge
on the topic posited in the research such as the following: on the Professional Development,
Instructional Materials, and Pedagogy of The Performance of Filipino Language Teachers. The
questionnaire suggests investigating the factors that influence the effectiveness and performance
of teachers who specialize in teaching the Filipino language. Professional Development of the
questionnaire refers to the on-going training, workshops, seminars, courses, or any form of
educational activities that Filipino language teachers engage in to enhance their skills,
knowledge, and teaching techniques. Professional Development is crucial for educators to stay
updated with the latest teaching methods and best practices.

Instructional Materials refer to the resources, materials, textbooks, digital tools, or curriculum
materials that Filipino language teachers use in their classrooms to facilitate learning.
Instructional materials are essential for effective teaching and can significantly impact students'
understanding of the language. Pedagogy encompasses the strategies, methods, and approaches
that teachers employ to deliver instruction effectively. It involves the teacher's teaching style,
classroom management, assessment techniques, and the overall teaching and learning process.
Performance Of Filipino Language Teachers refers to how well Filipino language teachers are
performing in their roles. It could include aspects such as student outcomes, student engagement,
classroom management, and the overall impact of their teaching on students' language
proficiency and Development.

Data Analysis

The qualitative data that the researcher gathered through interviews and underwent a rigorous
analysis process that includes the following:

Transcription: Verbatim transcription of interview recordings, ensuring accuracy and
preserving participants' voices.

Coding: The researcher used thematic coding to identify recurring themes, patterns, and

categories within the data. This process involved systematically organizing and labeling
segments of text that pertain to specific research topics.
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As such, the study employed the thematic analysis for the study. Thematic analysis is a
qualitative data analysis method that involves identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns or
themes within qualitative data. Below is a narrative that outlines the process of data analysis
using thematic analysis.

Results and Discussions

Based on the transcripts of the interview which were analysed using the thematic coding, three
academic preparations were identified by the informants in this study. These include mental
health and well-being, professional development and training and staffing and resource
allocation.

Theme 1. Mental Health and Well-being

INFORMANT 1 “...Invest in the mental-health concerns of teachers and de-load teachers from
excess administrative works...”

Mental health and well-being refer to the state of an individual's emotional, psychological, and
social well-being. It is a crucial aspect of overall health and is essential for individuals to lead a
fulfilling life. Mental health and well-being can be influenced by various factors, including
genetics, environment, lifestyle, and experiences. In the workplace, mental health and well-being
are critical for employees to perform their duties effectively and efficiently. Employers can
support the mental health and well-being of their employees by providing resources such as
mindfulness-based training programs, therapeutic resources, and equity strategies that reduce
racial discrimination and improve inclusivity among school staff. Employers can also offer
mental health days, flexible work hours, and respect for employees' time to support their mental
health and well-being.

Theme 2. Professional and Development Training

INFORMANT 2 “...Siguro magtalaga ng ilan pang patimpalak, seminars, training na kung
saan wikang Filipino ay magamit ng mga mag-aaral at ng mga guro sa pagtuturo...”

INFORMANT 3 “...Ang pagsasagawa ng mga trainings at seminars kaugnay ng paghahasa sa
kasanayan ng mga guro partikular na sa pagtuturo ng asignaturang Filipino...” (Conducting
trainings and seminars related to honing the skills of teachers, particularly in teaching the
Filipino subject.)

INFORMANT 6 “...Wala na po siguro. Naniniwala kasi ako na tayong mga guro ay likas na
maparaan. Tayo mismo ang nagbibigay ng solusyon sa mga bagay na hindi agad na
natutugunan ng ating ahensiya...” (Maybe none. | believe that we teachers are naturally
resourceful. We provide solutions to things that our agency may not immediately address)
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INFORMANT 8 “...Sa akin po ang seminars at training ang pinaniniwalaan ko dahil dito tayp
mas natuto at mas maging mahusay pa po tayo lalo na sa pagdtuturo ng wika...” (For me, |
believe in seminars and training because, through these, we learn more and become even better,
especially in language teaching)

INFORMANT 9 “..Opo, maaring ito ay pagbibigay ng seminar, trainings sa mga guro,
panibagong ideya sa pagtuturo...” (Yes, this could involve giving seminars, and pieces of
training to teachers, and introducing new teaching ideas)

INFORMANT 11 “...Higit na mapaunlad ang kakayahan sa paggamit ng teknolohiya sapagkat
ito ay mga nakagagaan na trabaho...” (improve skills in using technology because it makes
tasks easier)

INFORMANT 12 “...Parating Ipaglahok o madalas na paglahok sa mga seminar tungkol sa
paraan ng pagtuturo ng wikang Filipino...”

(Regular participation or frequent attendance in seminars about Filipino subject teaching
methods)

INFORMANT 13 “...Sa tingin ko mayroon. Ito ay may laihan o seminar-workshop na may
kinalaman sa pagtuturo...” (1 think, there is. This involves having training or seminar workshops
related to teaching.)

INFORMANT 14 “...Opo, maging pantay sa mga guro ang pagpapadala sa seminar, bigyan
ng pagkakataon ang mga bagong guro sa Filipino na lumahok sa palihan at kailangan ibahagi
din nila kung ano ang natutuhan nila sa seminar sa pamamagitan ng pagre-echo...” (Yes,
sending teachers to seminars should be equitable. Allow new Filipino teachers to participate in
workshops, and they should also share what they have learned in the seminar through echo
sessions.)

Theme 2: Professional development and training refer to the process of enhancing an
individual's knowledge, skills, and practices to improve their performance in their profession. In
the education sector, professional development and training for teachers are crucial to improving
teaching quality and student outcomes. Professional development and training initiatives for
teachers can take various forms, including workshops, seminars, conferences, webinars, courses,
coaching, mentoring programs, and collaborative learning communities.

These opportunities aim to enhance teaching skills, update content knowledge, and provide
ongoing learning and growth for teachers to stay current with best practices, pedagogical
approaches, and technological advancements in the field of education. To overcome barriers to
mental health professional development in schools, the Department for Education should provide
clear guidance and resources, school leaders must prioritize and integrate mental health training,
training providers should offer courses designed to align with evidence-based practice, and
senior leadership buy-in is crucial for successful implementation.
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Theme 3: Staffing and Resource Allocation

INFORMANT 20 “...Para sa akin, dagdagan pa ang pagkuha ng mga guro sa Filipino sa
senior high school dahil kulang ang mga guro na nagtuturo sa Filipino, ang ibang kasamahan
naming ay hindi nagmemedyor ng Filipino pero nagtuturo ng Filipino subjects, Ang ginagawa
namin bilang isang nag memedyor ng Filipino ay tinutulungan naming ang aming kasamahan
ang mga aralin at estratehiya na ituturo nila sa klase...” (In my opinion, there should be an
increase in hiring Filipino teachers in senior high schools because there is a shortage of teachers
teaching Filipino. Some colleagues of ours are not majoring in Filipino, but they teach Filipino
subjects. What we do as Filipino majors is to help our colleagues with the lessons and strategies
they will teach in class.)

Staffing and resource allocation refers to the process of assigning staff and resources to meet
the needs of an organization. In the education sector, staffing and resource allocation are critical
to ensuring that schools have the necessary personnel and resources to provide quality education
to students. Staffing and resource allocation decisions can be influenced by various factors,
including student enrollment, budget constraints, and educational policies. To ensure effective
staffing and resource allocation, school leaders should prioritize the well-being of their staff, set
standards, and allocate resources. Universities and training providers should integrate mental
health into education programs, and local health services and charities should collaborate to
address gaps in training.

Conclusions and Recommendation

To put it up, language instructors' academic training is essential to provide them the abilities and
information needed to adjust to the quickly changing virtual learning environment. Keeping up
with emerging pedagogical approaches that improve language learning and student engagement
is crucial for language teachers as technology continues to influence educational practices.
Digital tool integration must be emphasized in academic preparation programs in order to
promote flexibility and virtual platform expertise. Academically trained teachers may
confidently use these tools to accommodate students' varied requirements and provide dynamic,
engaging learning experiences that go beyond the confines of the traditional classroom.

There are many opportunities for language teachers to change their teaching strategies and
enhance student learning outcomes by investigating and using cutting-edge pedagogical practices
in the virtual environment. Through more individualized, collaborative, and immersive
experiences made possible by virtual worlds, students can interact with the language in more
significant ways. Language teachers can improve their students' critical thinking, cultural
awareness, and language proficiency by adopting these innovative approaches. A conceptual
shift and ongoing professional development are necessary for the shift to virtual teaching, as
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educators investigate cutting-edge resources like gamification, virtual reality, and personalized
learning platforms. Therefore, in order to fully utilize virtual world pedagogy and offer engaging
learning experiences, language teachers must actively pursue continuous professional
development for their students.
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