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Abstract

Sports tourism is considered one of the newest and most important types of tourism. It is an economic, artistic,
and social topic among the modern changes in societies, where countries have invested in numerous opportunities and
infrastructure to significantly attract sports tourism and effectively contribute to stimulating tourism movement both
domestically and internationally. Today, sports tourism is one of the most important tools and mechanisms for attracting
tourists, which benefits the economy.

This study aims to explore the Qatari experience in the field of sports tourism, specifically focusing on the 2022
World Cup. Sports tourism in Qatar played a prominent and vital role through its hosting of the World Cup, attracting
millions of tourists from all over the world.

The research was divided into two axes. The first concerns basic concepts about sports tourism, and, and through
this point we address the concept of sports tourism, categories of Sports Tourism ,Types of Sports tourism ,Components
of Sports Tourism, and Benefits of Sports Tourism , The second is sports tourism in Qatar “World Cup 2022”, where we
discuss here the reality of the sports sector in Qatar , Revenues from the FIFA World Cup 2022 ,Impact of Hosting the
FIFA World Cup 2022 on Tourism in Qatar ,Economic Impact of Hosting the FIFA World Cup 2022 on Qatar , Impact of
Sports Hosting on the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar.

The research reached a number of results, the most important of which are Hosting the FIFA World Cup in Qatar
is a unique opportunity to catalyse positive development in the country in many different areas, and the unique success
of this edition of the World Cup, as well as opening the way for the development and expansion of the public tourism
and sports tourism sector especially in Qatar.

Keywords: Sports tourism, World Cup 2022, FIFA

INTRODUCTION

Sports tourism is one of the most important types of tourism that effectively contributes to
stimulating both domestic and international tourism and boosting the national economy by hosting
championships and sports competitions to attract large numbers of tourists who participate in these
events. Sports have evolved beyond mere competitions to become a profitable industry, tourism, and
trade. (Sheikh, Hassan, Zaki, and Muhammad, 2022, p. 318)

This type of tourism has emerged in many countries, especially those with sports facilities
such as stadiums, equipment, and other tourism elements like suitable weather for various sports and
a favorable geographic location. Qatar possesses many of these elements, enabling it to host the latest
edition of the 2022 World Cup. This event marked a significant shift in the direction of Arab sports
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tourism. The Qatar World Cup significantly boosted sports tourism in the Arab world. It enhanced
international relations by welcoming fans from all over the world, raised sports awareness in the Arab
region, and encouraged countries to implement programs and activities to boost sports tourism. The
Qatar World Cup attracted sports tourists from across the globe. Following its conclusion, Arab
countries have begun to take serious steps to revitalize this form of tourism.

STUDY QUESTION

- What is the reality of the Qatari experience in the field of sports tourism during the 2022 World Cup?
STUDY OBJECTIVE

The study aims to:

- Explore the Qatari experience in the field of sports tourism during the 2022 World Cup.
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY

- Highlight the Qatari experience in the field of sports tourism during the 2022 World Cup.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

FIRST: SPORTS TOURISM

1/CONCEPT OF SPORTS TOURISM

Sports tourism is the temporary relocation of an individual from their home country to
another country with the purpose of participating in or attending sports competitions and the various
activities that accompany them. (Kadri, 2018, p. 806)

Sports tourism is a new type of tourism that combines both tourism and sports. From the
tourism perspective, it is a new way to schedule tourism in a sporty manner. Sports tourism involves
traveling to a country to engage in a specific sport that may only be available in that country or similar
countries, or because of the desire to visit that country primarily for tourism and secondly to play and
practice the desired sport.

Sports tourism involves traveling to watch live sports events, attend major tournaments, or
participate in sports tourism sector in the Arab world.

SPORTS TOURISM

Sports tourism is traveling from one place to another, either within the country or abroad, to
participate in some international sports tournaments and championships, or to enjoy various sports
activities by watching them. This can include practicing sports like diving, water skiing, fishing, and
other sports activities. (Ismail & Sherif, 2021, p. 3)

The relationship between tourism and sport is not new. they are social phenomena that are very
similar and interrelated. (Fatima, 2024, p. 24)

2/ SPECIFIC TYPES OF SPORTS TOURISM DETERMINANTS
There are three specific types of sports tourism determinants:
2/1 TOURISM TO ATTEND A SPECIFIC SPORTS EVENT OR ACCREDITED CHAMPIONSHIP

This type is associated with major global sports events such as the Olympic Games and the
FIFA World Cup, or events like "The Formula", which attract large audiences both in-person and via
television.
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2/2 TOURISM TO PARTICIPATE IN A SPORTS ACTIVITY

This typically involves athletes, referees, technicians, the athletes' families, and fans who
usually travel to support and follow the teams.

2/3 TOURISM TO PLACES KNOWN FOR HOSTING MAJOR SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP

Examples include significant events where tourists travel to China to see the stadium that
hosted the opening ceremony or the sports complex where certain championships were held. This
type of tourism often results in a substantial attraction. For example, the Olympic Games in Sydney
continued to generate significant income from sports tourism for over ten years from visitors coming
to see the facilities used in previous events. Tourists visit to see such sports installations.

3/ COMPONENTS OF SPORTS TOURISM
3/1 FACTORS OF SPORTS TOURISM ATTRACTION

Sports tourism, being a new domain, requires the presence of facilities that help achieve
distinguished tourist attraction. Some of these facilities are available in various aspects, whether
natural or man-made, human or material.

According to Adel (1984), there are several factors for sports tourism attraction, which are as follows:

- The availability of sports and recreational facilities at both local and regional levels to meet leisure
needs.

- Conducting advertising campaigns aimed at raising awareness for public participation.

- Providing all necessary facilities for sports, recreation, and leisure by preparing more green spaces
and sports fields.

- Developing training programs for all levels, especially for leaders in this field.

- Encouraging recreational activities related to local culture by utilizing available resources.

- Preserving the natural environment and not compromising its available facilities. (Taqi, 2011, p. 184)
4/ BENEFITS OF SPORTS TOURISM

The benefits of sports tourism at the state level are as follows:

- Direct and indirect media coverage before, during, and after the sports event.

- Raising public awareness of sports and tourism.

- Full occupancy of hotels and various types of accommodation.

- Increased movement and purchasing power in the country.

- Operation of state facilities, including transportation and entertainment. (Na jat, 2017, p. 286)
SECOND: FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is the twenty-second edition of the men's World Cup, held
every four years, with national teams competing for the title. It took place from November 20 to
December 18, 2022, making it the first World Cup to be hosted in the Arab and Islamic world. This
edition is also noted as the most expensive World Cup held to date.
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1/ OVERVIEW OF QATARS' EXPERIENCE WITH THE MAJOR SPORTS EVENT : FIFA WORLD
CUP QATAR 2022

A major sports event involves intense competition among countries to host it and meticulous
preparation to win the bid, given the significant impact such an event can have on a country's
economy and reputation. This section will discuss the major sports event in football, the FIFA World
Cup, and its role in promoting sports tourism.

By hosting the tournament, Qatar aims to:

- Build local expertise to organize the 2022 FIFA World Cup and promote the development of
the sport sector in Qatar and the region.

- Empowering young people in the region through football programs and the 2022 FIFA
World Cup platform.

The total investment budget for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 was more than US $1.5 billion.
(Fatima, 2024, p.32)

2/ REVENUES FROM THE FIFA WORLD CUP 2022

The revenue from Qatar's tourism sector in the current year amounted to approximately 5.769
billion USD, supported by Doha's hosting of the FIFA World Cup 2022.

A recent report by the Qatari Planning and Statistics Authority, published on its website,
indicated that the momentum in Qatar's tourism sector is expected to continue until 2025. The sector's
revenue will see continuous growth due to the tourism projects and modern infrastructure completed
by Qatar. The World Cup drove economic growth by 8% in the last quarter of 2022.

FIFA expects to generate $11 billion in revenue for the next World Cup, from 2023 to 2026, due
to the increased number of teams in the World Cup, which will be held in the United States, Canada,
and Mexico. (https://www.aljazeera.net/sport)

3/ IMPACT OF HOSTING THE FIFA WORLD CUP 2022 ON TOURISM IN QATAR

The costs of hosting the tournament amounted to approximately $220 billion, making it the
most expensive World Cup ever compared to what other countries have spent since the tournament's
inception. Qatar constructed eight world-class stadiums, accommodating a total of 420,000 spectators,
at an estimated cost of $7-10 billion, following its announcement of winning the bid to host the World
Cup in 2010. These included seven new or upgraded stadiums, such as Al Thumama Stadium, Al
Janoub Stadium, Education City Stadium, Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium, Al Bayt Stadium, which hosted the
opening match, Stadium 974, and the iconic Lusail Stadium, which is set to host the final match. Lusail
Stadium, the most expensive at around $700 million, boasts the largest capacity of approximately
80,000 spectators.

The 2022 World Cup in Qatar significantly expanded the tourism sector, with Qatari tourism
registering 2.56 million international visitors in the same year compared to 611 thousand in 2021 and
581,000 in 2020. (Fatima, 2024, p.32)

4/ ECONOMIC IMPACT OF HOSTING THE FIFA WORLD CUP 2022 ON QATAR

In addition to the cost of building the stadiums in Qatar, there were also expenses related to
training facilities and infrastructure to host participants and welcoming fans from around the world
for this prestigious event. Preparations for hosting the 2022 World Cup in Qatar have created
numerous new opportunities both within and outside the country, providing opportunities for global
companies. These opportunities were not limited to local companies but also extended to international
businesses. The implementation of infrastructure and stadium projects in line with Qatar's aspirations
to host the tournament created job opportunities for Qatari citizens and foreigners through the 2022
World Cup project.
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One of the most prominent infrastructural advancements was the development of facilities to
accommodate World Cup fans and participants. Qatar ensured easy access to stadiums through
various transportation and accommodation options. The state prepared by building stadiums,
multiple entertainment destinations, fan villages, and opening new centers. Qatar also plans to use
some of its stadiums as community destinations after the tournament, equipped for such purposes.

5/ Impact of Sports Hosting on the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar

The global interest in the FIFA World Cup 2022 opened the door for record-breaking revenue
from television broadcasting rights for the major football event. The broadcasting revenue reached
approximately $2.64 billion, making it the second-highest in World Cup history. Ticket sales alone
exceeded 3 million, which helped increase the overall revenue over the past four years to a record $7.5
billion. Additionally, tourists spent around $470 million on hotels, and the estimated economic impact
on Qatar's economy was around $7.5 billion.

CONCLUSION

Through the presentation of Qatar's experience in the field of sports tourism, it can be said that
Qatar delivered an exceptional tournament and a first-class sports tourism experience that remains a
global talking point. This unique success of the World Cup edition was a result of economic, sporting,
and tourism intelligence. The remarkable achievement of this World Cup edition paves the way for
further development of the sports tourism sector in Qatar.
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