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Abstract

Aim : To create awareness of plagiarism among dental students.

Background : Plagiarism is defined as an unauthorized appropriation of another’s work,ideas,methods,results or or
words without acknowledging the source and original author. Plagiarism seems to have increased with the
availability of internet access, simply because so much matter is readily available, and it is so easy to copy. Despite
an increased awareness of the dangers of plagiarism in academic circles and the media, plagiarism is present in
scientific writing.

Materials and methods : Self administered questionnaire was based on the awareness of plagiarism . The
questionnaire was distributed through an online survey google form. The study population included 127 college
students. The questionnaire was carefully studied and corresponding answers were marked by the participants. The
data was collected and statistically analysed using SPSS software.

Result : 80.31% of the participants were aware about plagiarism. When asked if plagiarism is an act of malpractice

in academics 77.95% responded yes. When asked if they practised plagiarism 48.82% responded yes and 49.61%
responded no.
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Conclusion : This study shows us the knowledge and awareness of plagiarism among dental students. More
awareness has to be spread

in order to restrict the practice of plagiarism in the upcoming years.

Keywords : Plagiarism; Scientific writing; Academic misconduct; innovative dental survey

Introduction

Plagiarism is derived from latin and it is also called hijacking or kidnapping. The word plagiarism comes from the
latin word and it means “plagiarius”. Due to the availability of internet access plagiarism has seemed to be increased
because already so much matter is readily available then we can copy that very easily (1). It is defined as an act of
stealing or as an unauthorised copying of another's work, methods, ideology results or words without the actual
person's permission or knowledge (2). Even after increasing the awareness of the effects and dangers and
misconduct of plagiarism in the academic field and the media, it is present in scientific writing. Scientific
misconduct has been the major focus of interest in recent years. Misconduct of research usually includes plagiarism,
fabrication and other unethical behaviour in professional and scientific research. Out of all this plagiarism is the
most frequent and first and foremost type of misconduct.

The most common type of misconduct of research that leads to an increase in the number of published papers
without adding any scientific value is due to plagiarism(2). When we summarise as nothing but copying others' work
without giving the credit to the authors who have actually written it and showcasing it as their own work by the
plagiarist (3). Plagiarism is not only copying the text but also includes using published pictures and tables without
enough work or written permission. Most cases were reported in the regions of Africa, Asia, America and Australia
(3,4). Reasons for plagiarising can be work pressure, no training in scientific writing, forced educational
requirements to publish articles, less awareness about the future consequences of detecting plagiarism. Plagiarism
comes early during education. Most of the work submitted by dental students would have been copied from the
previously published literature (3-5).

Dental students being the budding or upcoming practitioners as new students doing research, they will fall tap into
practising plagiarism. But literature shows that awareness regarding plagiarism among dental students is extremely
low and therefore the healthcare students also and most of them would have plagiarised a minimum of once (6). So
given the limited and fewer number of research studies on dental students in India to observe plagiarism. This paper
is an attempt to assess and compare the attitude and awareness of plagiarism among dental students in India.Our
team has extensive knowledge and research experience that has translate into high quality publications(7-21)
Hence, this present study was conducted among dental students present in Saveetha dental College Chennai to
understand the knowledge and awareness levels regarding plagiarism.

Materials and methods
A question from a survey was done and it consisted of 15 questions and it was done using Google forms. This
questionnaire was circulated among dental students present in Saveetha dental College and 126 students participated
in the survey and attempted these questions carefully this study was approved by SRB of Saveetha dental College
and Hospital. All the results were tabulated, verified and statistically analysed using SPSS software.

Result

In table 1 the percentage of responses received for various questions are presented, Figures 1 and 2 presents pie
charts for few important responses and figure 3 and 4 represents a bar graph of chi square analysis done. From our
study a lot of participants know about plagiarism and accept its a malpractice and punishable offence.

Table 1 - Percentage of responses for various questions
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Question Response 1 Response 2 Response 3 Response 4
1. Age 18 19 20 21
28.57% 24.60% 30.16% 16.67%
2. Gender Male Female
47.24% 51.97%
3. Do you know what plagiarism is? Yes No
80.31% 17.32%
4. Plagiarism is an act of malpractice in Yes No
academics ? 77.95% 20.47%
5. Plagiarism is a punishable offence ? Yes No
70.8% 27.56%
6. Practise plagiarism? Yes No
48.82% 49.61%
7. Staff encourage plagiarism? Yes No Sometimes
17.32% 41.73% 37.80%
8. Software’s available to check plagiarism Yes No
70.08% 25.20%
9. Short deadlines give me a right to Yes No
plagiarise a bit 45.67% 50.39%
10. If a colleague of mine allows me to Yes No
copy his/her paper I’'m not doing anything 59.06% 39.3%
bad because i have his permission
11. 1 work (study) In a plagiarism free Agree Disagree Strongly Agree Strongly
environment 22.83% 33.83% 24.41% disagree
11.02%
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12. Sometimes it is necessary to plagiarise Yes No

59.06% 39.37%
13. Self plagiarism should not be Yes No
punishable In the same way as plagiarism 66.14% 31.50%
14. Regulations should be laid down Yes No
against plagiarism 70.87% 27.56%
15. I keep plagiarising because I haven’t Yes No
been caught yet 40.16% 57.48%
16. Those who say they’ve never Yes No
plagiarised are lying 67.72% 29.92%
17. In times of moral and ethical it is Yes No
important to discuss about issues Like 76.38% 20.47%
plagiarism and self plagiarism

Do you know what is plagiarism ?

Figure 1 : Pie chart showing the percentage distribution about awareness of plagiarism. Beige colour represents Yes
(80.31%) and green colour represents No (17.32%).
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Plagiarism is an act of malpractice in academics ?
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Figure 2 : Pie chart showing the percentage distribution on whether plagiarism is an act of malpractice. Beige
colour represents Yes (77.95%) and green colour represents No (20.47%).
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Figure 3 : Bar graph showing association between gender and practised plagiarism . X-axis represents gender and
the Y axis represents the number of responses. Green colour represents Yes, and blue colour represents No. Chi

square analysis between gender and practised plagiarism was done Pearson chi square value 0.000 (P< .05), hence
statistically signified.
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Figure 4 : Bar graph showing association between gender and In times of moral and ethical it is important to discuss
issues like plagiarism and self plagiarism. The X-axis represents gender and Y axis represents the number of
responses. Beige colour represents Yes, and green colour represents No. Chi square analysis between gender and
practised plagiarism was done Pearson chi square value 0.000 (P< .05), hence statistically signified.

Discussion

In our study, 80.31% of the participants were aware of plagiarism. When asked if plagiarism is an act of
malpractice in academics 77.95% responded yes. When asked if they practised plagiarism 48.82% responded yes
and 49.61% responded no. In the previous study by Deshmukh about awareness of plagiarism 82.10% said yes and
17.90% said no, which was similar to our study in which 80.31% said yes and 17.32% said no. the responses for if
Plagiarism was an act of malpractice 95.10% told yes and 4.90% no in the same study but in our study 77.95% said
yes 24.41% told no (22).

In the previous study by Gomez when asked about short deadlines give me the right to plagiarise a bit in
31.4 percent agree and 25.4% disagree in postage graduate category and in our article 45.67% graduates agree and
50.39% disagree (2). In the previous study by Deshmukh, Dey and Abdus Sobhan about whether plagiarism is a
punishable offence 100% are aware of punishable offence and in our study 70.8% agree on 27.57% disagree (22,23).
In the previous article of Hassan, Sharma and Singhwhen asked whether it is important to discuss addressing
plagiarism 47% agree and 33% disagree and in our article 76.38% and 20.47% disagree (24) (25).

Limitation :

The study sample was limited to only 100 participants and in the future more number of participants can be
included.
Conclusion:

This study shows us the knowledge and awareness of plagiarism among dental students. More awareness
has to be spread in order to restrict the practice of plagiarism in the upcoming years.
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