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ABSTRACT 

The system of education in India has seen several shifts throughout its history and into the present 

day. Education is more than simply the acquisition of factual knowledge; it also includes the 

development of practical abilities. Successful resource management is facilitated by education. 

Educating a population is one of the best ways to grow a nation's economy and standard of living. 

India has recently introduced new educational policies. Taking a tour through India's educational 

policy is like taking a trip through the country's policymaking history. India's first national education 

policy was enacted in 1968, with a revised version appearing in 1992. The year 2020 saw the 

implementation of the country's third comprehensive education plan. With the help of an analysis of 

secondary sources, the authors of this article draw comparisons between these three national 

education strategies. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Wherever you look, education policy is a top priority for governments. The results of educational 

policy and their effect on societal and economic growth are increasingly receiving international 

attention. Unfortunately, many people have a hazy notion of what an education policy actually is and 

how it comes into being. This unit makes an effort to examine what educational policy is, how it 

works, and what effects it hopes to have on students' learning. The term "education policy" is used to 

describe the overall framework of how schools are run. The module also provides some answers to 

frequently asked questions about the aims of education, the methods used to attain those aims, and the 

methods for measuring their success. 

Several important considerations must be addressed while crafting educational policies. Methods of 

instruction, the availability of necessary materials, course material, and the potential effects of the 

policy on various demographics are all relevant considerations. 

In education policy, the three most important considerations are: 

a) Context:It describes the reasons and circumstances that gave rise to a certain policy. 

b) Text:The policy's actual terms are being referred to here. 

c) Consequences:If policy texts may be interpreted in various ways by different practitioners, then 

there will be varying degrees of implementation. 

Institutions of higher learning have been active in India since before the country's civilisation began. 

In order to comprehend the current state of education policy, it is crucial to examine its historical 

foundation. In order to better comprehend the evolution of educational policy, it is helpful to break the 

historical study down into two distinct eras: before and after independence. 

II. EDUCATION POLICY 

As education is the cornerstone of any form of progress, the Government of India prioritized 

enhancing the educational system after independence. Policymaking is one of the many steps that 

independent India has made towards creating a strong educational system. The first education policy 

in India was implemented in 1968 based on the recommendations of the education commission 

(1964–1966). After that, in 1986, the National Policy on Education was announced, and in 2019, the 

Government of India finally released a draught of the country's new plan for education. The National 

Plan of Economic Action (NPE) of 1986 was followed by a Program of Action (1992) that mapped 
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out how to put the plan into action. Get an overview of India's numerous policies in the following 

flowchart. 

 
Figure 1: Educational Policies of India 

 

III. SIGNIFICANCE OF EDUCATION POLICY 

Listed below are many arguments in favor of sound educational policy: 

Optimization of Cost 

The receipt and use of funds at a school should be subject to some form of oversight. As part of a 

comprehensive education programme, allocating funds for this purpose is a viable option. If a 

workable strategy is to be developed, the policy must distinguish between necessary and optional 

expenditures. To avoid wasting time and energy, however, the formulation process should wait until 

the budget has been established. 

Maintaining Compliance 

Every school must abide by the law, and unless there are severe penalties for breaking the law, they 

are unlikely to do so. As a result of the policy's penalties for noncompliance, educational institutions 

are kept within the bounds of the law and encouraged to follow its guidelines. 

Safety in the Learning Environment 

The educational policies in place also have an effect on how secure pupils feel in the classroom. This 

policy might require all schools to meet minimum requirements to ensure the physical and emotional 

well-being of their pupils and staff. Doing so will make everybody's living condition safer. 

Promote an Active Learning Culture 

Considering the importance of education at a school or university, it is crucial that the faculty and 

staff actively foster a passion for learning. For students to intellectually develop together, the policy 

must let educators to actively encourage and offer a culture centred on information exchange, both 

formally and informally. 

Equality and Diversity Inclusion 

Institutions of higher learning must treat their students fairly and equally. It's possible that some 

schools have a stronger religious bent, while others have stronger political leanings, but none of these 

things should be communicated to the pupils. The goal of educational policy is to ensure that a 

school's curriculum is free of any overtly political or religious overtones. 

IV. COMPARING DIFFERENT  EDUCATIONAL POLICIES OF INDIA 

Table 1: Showing Comparison between National Educational Policy 

National Education Policy 1968 National Educational Policy 1986 

(Revisedin 1992) 

National Educational Policy 2020 

1. First, all children up to the age of 

14 are entitled to free and 

mandatory education, and those 

who enroll are expected to stay 

enrolled until they reach the age of 

14. 

1. The 42nd Amendment to the 

Constitution, which took effect in 1976, 

was the impetus for this new policy. 

With this change, education no longer 

appeared on the state list but instead 

appeared on the concurrent list. 

1. This policy is based on a schooling 

framework of 5+3+3+4, with an 

emphasis on quality Early Childhood 

Care and Education (ECCE) 

beginning at age 3, with the goal of 

promoting the healthy growth and 



International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE) 

DOI:10.48047/INTJECSE/V14I9.29 ISSN: 1308-5581 Vol 14, Issue 09, 2022 

 

202 

 

2. Pay teachers based on their 

experience and expertise in the 

classroom. 

3. Promote Hindi, Sanskrit, English, 

and other world languages; 

encourage the growth of regional 

languages; use a three-language 

formula in secondary education. 

4. Priority was devoted to fostering 

national unity and leveling 

educational playing fields. In order 

to effect societal change, schools 

were encouraged to provide equal 

access to education for children 

with disabilities and women. 

5. The standard educational structure 

of 10+2+3 was established. At the 

elementary and secondary school 

levels, math and science were 

required subjects. Growing the 

agricultural and industrial sectors 

was a primary goal of the 

educational system. 

2. Using a CCA, this strategy sought to 

improve ECCE, as well as the status of 

women and the ability of adults to read 

and write. 

3. The establishment of independent 

colleges and universities was 

prioritized where it had been neglected 

under the previous policy. 

4. The idea behind establishing 

institutions in rural regions was to 

capitalize on local talent and give 

concrete form to Gandhian ideals. 

5. Scholarship and incentive programs, as 

well as residential schools and hostels, 

were established for students from the 

socially and economically 

disadvantaged and from the historically 

underrepresented groups in order to 

facilitate the desired social 

environment. 

6. Accessible and remote learning were 

also pushed to satisfy the country's 

varying educational demands. 

7. As a result of the changes being made 

to the national socio-technical and 

management systems, the technical and 

management curriculum has been 

restructured. 

8. The policy's primary goal was to 

dramatically alter the educational 

system by integrating media and IT. 

9. This national education policy gave rise 

to several government programmes, 

including the Mid-Day Meal 

Programme (MDS), the Navodaya 

Vidyalayas (NVs), and the 

KendriyaVidyalayas (KVs). 

10. Integrating planning for higher 

education research and innovation 

requires bolstering national institutions 

such as the University Grants 

Commission (UGC), the Association of 

Indian Universities (AIU), the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR), 

the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), and 

the National Institute of Environmental 

Education and Planning (NIEPA). 

development of children. 

2. By the year 2030, we will have 

achieved our goal of increasing the 

gross enrolment ratio (GER) from 

pre-K through high school to 100 

percent. 

3. The National Institute of Open 

Schooling (NIOS) and State 

Institutions of Open Schooling 

(SIOS) will be expanded to better 

serve the educational needs of 

economically and socially 

disadvantaged populations (SEDGs). 

4. The curriculum is being reorganized, 

and its scope is being narrowed, as a 

result. You'll be able to pick and 

choose what you want to learn from 

different channels, as it's multi-

stream. For the sake of students' 

growth as whole people, we plan to 

make it more businesslike, hands-on, 

and exploratory. 

5. With the initiative "Ek Bharat 

Sreshta Bharat," students will be 

exposed to the vivacity of Indian 

languages and be able to choose the 

local language as a medium of 

instruction up until class 8. Sanskrit 

is an option in the three-language 

system and will be taught to students 

from kindergarten on up. Literature 

in other classical languages will be 

preserved alongside those taught. 

6. Secondary schools will provide 

foreign language classes so that 

students can have exposure to 

various cultures. 

7. Twice yearly, pupils will be able to 

take board tests designed to gauge 

their mastery of essential concepts. 

8. Students' progress towards learning 

goals will be evaluated using data 

from the National Achievement 

Survey (NAS) and the State 

Achievement Survey (SAS) by a 

centralised national assessment 

centre called PARAKH 

(Performance Assessment, Review & 

Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic 

Development) (SAS). 

9. Twice a year, the national testing 

body will administer exams required 

for entry into colleges and 

universities. 
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10. Colleges will have complete 

independence over the next 15 years 

to award students with varying 

degrees of completion, with the 

bachelor's taking either three or four 

years to complete. As per the new 

regulation, universities and colleges 

can come up with their own unique 

approaches to master's degree 

programs. Some master's programs 

are two years long, with the second 

year dedicated to research. In some 

cases, students who have already 

spent a year researching for their 

bachelor's degree may be eligible for 

a master's degree that only takes a 

year to finish. 

11. According to the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020, the Master of 

Philosophy (M.Phill) programme has 

been eliminated. 

12. In order to improve higher education 

on a worldwide scale, it has been 

decided to create a new type of 

university called a Multidisciplinary 

Education & Research University 

(MERU). 

V. CONCLUSION 

Even since the days before India's independence, education policy has been crucial to the growth of 

the country's educational infrastructure. As education policies are direct reflections of the attitudes of 

people in power towards education, they have a direct impact on the aims and methods of the current 

educational system. The educational system in India has benefited from the work of the first two 

national educational policies, and the third policy will build on this foundation through, among other 

things, the action plan for the program's implementation. The results of the present national education 

policy will be used to gauge the efficacy of the new strategy. Prior to independence, education had 

been subpar until the late nineteenth century. But, it reached its full potential only in the twenty first 

century. This scenario is now on line with that of other educational systems throughout the world. 
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