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ABSTRACT

The system of education in India has seen several shifts throughout its history and into the present
day. Education is more than simply the acquisition of factual knowledge; it also includes the
development of practical abilities. Successful resource management is facilitated by education.
Educating a population is one of the best ways to grow a nation's economy and standard of living.
India has recently introduced new educational policies. Taking a tour through India's educational
policy is like taking a trip through the country's policymaking history. India’s first national education
policy was enacted in 1968, with a revised version appearing in 1992. The year 2020 saw the
implementation of the country's third comprehensive education plan. With the help of an analysis of
secondary sources, the authors of this article draw comparisons between these three national
education strategies.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Wherever you look, education policy is a top priority for governments. The results of educational
policy and their effect on societal and economic growth are increasingly receiving international
attention. Unfortunately, many people have a hazy notion of what an education policy actually is and
how it comes into being. This unit makes an effort to examine what educational policy is, how it
works, and what effects it hopes to have on students' learning. The term "education policy" is used to
describe the overall framework of how schools are run. The module also provides some answers to
frequently asked questions about the aims of education, the methods used to attain those aims, and the
methods for measuring their success.

Several important considerations must be addressed while crafting educational policies. Methods of
instruction, the availability of necessary materials, course material, and the potential effects of the
policy on various demographics are all relevant considerations.

In education policy, the three most important considerations are:

a) Context:It describes the reasons and circumstances that gave rise to a certain policy.

b) Text:The policy's actual terms are being referred to here.

c) Consequences:If policy texts may be interpreted in various ways by different practitioners, then
there will be varying degrees of implementation.

Institutions of higher learning have been active in India since before the country's civilisation began.
In order to comprehend the current state of education policy, it is crucial to examine its historical
foundation. In order to better comprehend the evolution of educational policy, it is helpful to break the
historical study down into two distinct eras: before and after independence.

1. EDUCATION POLICY

As education is the cornerstone of any form of progress, the Government of India prioritized
enhancing the educational system after independence. Policymaking is one of the many steps that
independent India has made towards creating a strong educational system. The first education policy
in India was implemented in 1968 based on the recommendations of the education commission
(1964-1966). After that, in 1986, the National Policy on Education was announced, and in 2019, the
Government of India finally released a draught of the country's new plan for education. The National
Plan of Economic Action (NPE) of 1986 was followed by a Program of Action (1992) that mapped
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out how to put the plan into action. Get an overview of India's numerous policies in the following
flowchart.

Various Educational Policies in India
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Figure 1: Educational Policies of India

I11.  SIGNIFICANCE OF EDUCATION POLICY

Listed below are many arguments in favor of sound educational policy:
Optimization of Cost
The receipt and use of funds at a school should be subject to some form of oversight. As part of a
comprehensive education programme, allocating funds for this purpose is a viable option. If a
workable strategy is to be developed, the policy must distinguish between necessary and optional
expenditures. To avoid wasting time and energy, however, the formulation process should wait until
the budget has been established.

Maintaining Compliance

Every school must abide by the law, and unless there are severe penalties for breaking the law, they
are unlikely to do so. As a result of the policy's penalties for noncompliance, educational institutions
are kept within the bounds of the law and encouraged to follow its guidelines.

Safety in the Learning Environment
The educational policies in place also have an effect on how secure pupils feel in the classroom. This
policy might require all schools to meet minimum requirements to ensure the physical and emotional
well-being of their pupils and staff. Doing so will make everybody's living condition safer.

Promote an Active Learning Culture

Considering the importance of education at a school or university, it is crucial that the faculty and
staff actively foster a passion for learning. For students to intellectually develop together, the policy
must let educators to actively encourage and offer a culture centred on information exchange, both
formally and informally.

Equality and Diversity Inclusion

Institutions of higher learning must treat their students fairly and equally. It's possible that some
schools have a stronger religious bent, while others have stronger political leanings, but none of these
things should be communicated to the pupils. The goal of educational policy is to ensure that a
school's curriculum is free of any overtly political or religious overtones.

IV. COMPARING DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL POLICIES OF INDIA

Table 1: Showing Comparison between National Educational Policy
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CONCLUSION

Even since the days before India's independence, education policy has been crucial to the growth of
the country's educational infrastructure. As education policies are direct reflections of the attitudes of
people in power towards education, they have a direct impact on the aims and methods of the current
educational system. The educational system in India has benefited from the work of the first two
national educational policies, and the third policy will build on this foundation through, among other
things, the action plan for the program's implementation. The results of the present national education
policy will be used to gauge the efficacy of the new strategy. Prior to independence, education had
been subpar until the late nineteenth century. But, it reached its full potential only in the twenty first
century. This scenario is now on line with that of other educational systems throughout the world.
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