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ABSTRACT

The Alappuzha district of Kerala served as the location for the current research project. The sample
consisted of 90 respondents who were chosen at random. During the course of the research, seven of
the most important independent factors were found. These variables were age, caste, occupation,
length of membership, and knowledge of ongoing programs in the Panchayat structure. Within the
context of the decentralized governance structure that is the Panchayati Raj system in India, this
research investigates the duties and responsibilities of different members of the Panchayati. A
determination is made on the level of understanding that these members possess with respect to their
legislative powers, financial management, and communication abilities.
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I. INTODUCTION

By entrusting local communities with the responsibility of self-government at the grassroots level, the
Panchayati Raj system, which is a decentralized form of governance operating in India, has been an
important factor in the empowerment of local people. This system, which was intended to encourage
democratic values and to guarantee efficient local administration, is made up of a number of elected
representatives who are referred to as Panchayati members. The socio-economic and political
environment of their particular areas is significantly influenced by these members, who play a vital
role throughout the process. As part of this essay, we will investigate the many duties and
responsibilities that are held by members of the Panchayati Raj system. Our objective is to assess the
level of knowledge and comprehension that these members have about the Panchayati Raj system.
Gramme Panchayats, which are the fundamental units of local self-government, are one of the most
important components of the Panchayati Raj framework. In most cases, the Gram Panchayat is made
up of a Sarpanch, who acts as the head of the organization, and Panchas, who are elected members
who represent various wards within the village. A pivotal role in the Panchayati Raj system, the
Sarpanch is accountable for ensuring that the Gramme Panchayat is operating effectively as a whole
with regard to its operations. In this capacity, the individual is responsible for presiding over
Panchayat meetings, organizing activities related to development, and representing the village at other
governmental levels. While the Panchas work together with the Sarpanch to handle local concerns,
execute government projects, and guarantee fair development in their particular wards, the Sarpanch
is responsible for overseeing community development. The Panchayat Samiti, which is located one
level above the Gramme Panchayat, is also a part of the Panchayati Raj system. This is the next level
up in the hierarchy. The Panchayat Samiti is made up of members who have been chosen from the
numerous Gram Panchayats that are located within a block or tehsil. As the person in charge of the
Panchayat Samiti, the Chairman is accountable for coordinating the operations of the Gram
Panchayats that are a part of the organization. The members of the Panchayat Samiti play an
important part in the design and execution of developmental projects, the management of local
resources, and the guaranteeing of the efficient supply of services to the community. From the
perspective of the Panchayati Raj system, the Zila Parishad is the highest level of authority at the
district level. The Zila Parishad is a coordinating body that oversees the execution of development
projects and policies across the rest of the district. It is comprised of elected members from Panchayat
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Samitis as well as Members of Parliament who represent the district. The Chairman of the Zila
Parishad, who is analogous to the Sarpanch at the Gramme Panchayat level, is responsible for playing
a crucial role in coordinating the work of the Panchayat Samitis that fall under their authority and
lobbying for further development at the district level.

When attempting to determine the level of knowledge that members of the Panchayati have of the
Panchayati Raj system, it is essential to take into consideration the myriad of possibilities and
problems that they experience in their respective jobs. The necessity for good communication and
coordination among members of the Panchayati at various levels is one of the most significant
difficulties that face the organization. Establishing and maintaining open lines of communication is
critical to ensuring that information flows without interruption, that activities are coordinated, and that
development initiatives are carried out effectively. Through the implementation of awareness
campaigns and training programs, members of the Panchayati may have a better knowledge of their
duties and responsibilities, which in turn can build an atmosphere that is conducive to collaboration. A
further essential component that has to be evaluated is the degree of understanding that members of
the Panchayati have about the legislative powers and decision-making ability that they possess. It is
essential for efficient governance that individuals have a solid understanding of the legal framework
that gives them the authority to make decisions on matters pertaining to the community, distribute
resources, and take part in the planning and actualization of development initiatives. The process of
making decisions and the general progression of the Panchayati Raj system might be hampered if
there is a lack of information about this matter. In addition to this, it is vital to evaluate the level of
understanding that members of the Panchayati have about the financial elements of local
administration. One of the most important aspects of efficient local administration is having a solid
understanding of budgetary allocations, strategic financial planning, and resource mobilization. It is
necessary for members of the Panchayati to have a solid understanding of financial management in
order to guarantee the prudent deployment of money, transparency in financial transactions, and
successful utilization of resources for the purpose of community development.

The Panchayati Raj system in India is primarily dependent on the engagement of elected
representatives at all levels who are both active and well-informed inside the system. When it comes
to the effectiveness of decentralized government, the tasks and responsibilities of various Panchayati
members, ranging from the Gram Panchayat to the Zila Parishad, are essential components. In order
to evaluate their level of familiarity with the Panchayati Raj system, it is necessary to take into
account their comprehension of legislative powers, financial management, and efficient
communication. Policymakers have the ability to contribute to the formation of a more knowledgeable
and empowered cadre of Panchayati members by addressing these factors. This will result in the
strengthening of the basis of local self-governance and the promotion of sustainable development at
the grassroots level.

1. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Gurusamy, Palaniappan. (2018). The Consumer Protection Act, which was adopted as a one-of-a-kind
and extremely progressive piece of social welfare law, may only provide certain rights to consumers;
nonetheless, the operation and execution of the act are primarily dependent on the consumers
themselves, both in terms of their knowledge and their efforts. In rural places, the issue is more severe
than in urban ones. Not only is it essential to engage the Panchayati Raj institutions in the process of
teaching customers, but it is also essential to make certain that fraudulent and spurious items are not
pushed in the rural marketplaces. All of these things are necessary in order to reach the rural
consumers. The purpose of the research is to provide rural residents with information on the creation
of consumer awareness and to make a contribution to the protection of consumers in Panchayati Raj
institutions in the state of Tamil Nadu. The interview schedules for the institutions that fall under the
Panchayati Raj were compiled and planned out. People living in rural areas were contacted from a
sample of 66 villages spread across five districts, and in the end, 319 respondents were included for
the study. Panchayati Raj institutions in Tamil Nadu have been taken for minimal efforts taking by the
rural consumer awareness and need to address the concerns of the rural consumers, and the only way
to move forward is to involve the available constitutional mechanism of Panchayati Raj institutions.
This is the conclusion that can be drawn from the findings of the study.
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Priyadarshee, Anurag. (2016).In the current democratic environment of India, panchayats have
become an essential component. They are actively involved in the implementation and monitoring of
many social protection and development initiatives, with the outcomes of these endeavors differing
from state to state. Through the establishment of a localized institution of Panchayats on the basis of
regular elections with universal adult suffrage throughout the whole nation, a significant step was
taken toward the development of democracy at the grassroots levels. One of the most significant
achievements in the process of democratizing Indian society is the implementation of a Panchayati
Raj system that is both efficient and successful. The findings of studies conducted on the topic
indicate that Panchayati Raj institutions have brought about significant and favorable changes in the
communities of the villages. These institutions have enabled the villagers to gain political, social, and
economic autonomy. Due to the fact that it enables the central and state governments to allot
significant sums of money directly at the village level, as well as introduce various social protection
and development programs that would not have been able to be implemented without the existence of
a well-functioning local government structure, the system has proven to be of tremendous benefit to
the villages. In the lack of such a framework, it was not feasible to implement rights-based projects
such as those under MGNREGA, which generated possibly the most substantial and long-lasting
beneficial effect on rural society since the country's independence. On the other hand, there is a
common fear that Panchayats are not developing into sufficiently effective units of decentralized
government within the context of Indian democracy. When evaluated in terms of the engagement of
people, particularly women and the poor, the effectiveness of the execution of different development
projects, and the responsibility of Panchayat leadership towards their electorate, it seems that their
performance is not meeting the standards that are considered to be sufficient. The Panchayati Raj
system, which is characterized by a strong emphasis on the individual (sarpanch), is commonly cited
as the cause of the phenomenon of elites seizing control of development and social security programs.
Additionally, concerns are being voiced on the problem of whether kinds of such involvement are the
most efficient and successful. Should there be distinct responses to conditions and concerns that will
be mainly different for situations that occur in bigger regions compared to those that occur in smaller
areas? Do they absolutely need to be the same in both larger and smaller areas? The practice of
uncritically imitating systems that seem to be functioning well in a bigger setup in much smaller and
more informal settings is illogical and defies logic. When it comes to a state assembly or national
parliament, it only makes sense to have a single representative who is responsible for representing a
huge number of people. Such representation cannot be changed very frequently because it would be
very expensive and would disrupt normal life in their constituencies. However, in a setting that is at
the village level, it is possible to change such representation more frequently depending on the formal
or informal meetings and resolutions that are held by the village communities. These lessons may be
learned from the historical traditions of village republics in India and other places, as well as from the
successful contemporary community organizations that have been built around activities such as
watershed development and cooperative forest management, as well as from the activities of thrift and
credit, which were described before. In some way, the formal structure of Panchayats seems to be an
inappropriate match for the informal village communities that exist in India. On the other hand,
conversations and interactions amongst the villagers naturally take place and continue to take place
about all of the concerns that are impacting their life. When seen in this light, the formalization of it
via elections that are required to be performed once every five years or fewer looks to be artificial.
This is because it restricts the range of interactions that occur organically amongst the people. It is
possible that the democratic institutions in Indian villages would be better served if they had a
character of constant interaction and feedback. This would enable the poor to claim a bigger political
space for themselves and increase their involvement in political processes.

Singh, V.K. & Yadav, V.P.. (2014). The representatives of panchayati raj institutions in the Deoria
district of Uttar Pradesh, both elected (168) and government officials (37) associated with panchayat
bodies structured at Village (10), C.D. Block (1), and District (1), were investigated in order to
determine their level of awareness regarding panchayati raj in relation to four aspects: general
awareness, constitutional awareness, awareness about structure, and awareness about functions of
panchayati raj. According to the findings of the research, both groups of respondents have a degree of
awareness that ranges from average to low for general, constitutional status, and functional awareness.
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However, when it comes to awareness about the structure of panchayats, the level of awareness seen
ranges from average to high. It was also noticed that the general awareness of these functionaries
ranged from average to poor, with a substantial awareness difference being identified in both types of
respondents. There is a considerable correlation between the socioeconomic characteristics (10) of
respondents and the amount of awareness that they possess. The degree of knowledge that
respondents have about the panchayati raj system is greatly determined by factors such as their age,
level of education, caste, profession, and level of social involvement.

Dwivedi, Ritesh & Poddar, Krishna. (2013). When it comes to development, the concept of control is
regarded to be good governance. Through the implementation of a structured governance system, the
government is granted the authority to provide services to the populace as well as to harness resources
and generate income for the advancement of society. In addition, it is only possible to do this with the
engagement of the many stakeholders involved in the development process. An significant backdrop
for understanding the ways in which decentralization may enhance the effectiveness and
accountability of local government is provided by India. This is due to the country's size as well as its
rather ambitious attempts to decentralize the government. In point of fact, there is a great deal of work
to be done in order to improve the infrastructure of the village, and it ought to be done in a way that is
fairly participatory in order to ensure that people's hopes and dreams are also given a place. Within
the scope of this research, a variety of structural and functional characteristics associated with
panchayats at the grassroots level have been analyzed. As a result of the fact that the development of
villages is strongly dependent on the functioning of Panchayati Raj Institutions, five states that are
believed to be superior in terms of PRI functioning have been chosen, and a comparative study based
on several factors has been carried out. According to the findings, panchayats are operating in an
ineffective manner, and there is a complete absence of engagement from the general public. A greater
devolution of funds, functions, and functionaries, the establishment of mechanisms of audit and
accountability, and the strengthening of the participation of women are all urgently required in order
to improve the governance and functioning of panchayats. The legislative and procedural problems
that constrain the Gram Sabha need to be removed as soon as possible. In point of fact, there is a need
for specific measures that will allow the poor to engage more effectively via PRIs, as well as through
local informal organizations and people's movements.

Rashid, Mohammad & Sen, Anjan. (2010). The purpose of this article is to investigate the extent to
which individuals are aware of rural development initiatives and the extent to which they participate
in activities undertaken by panchayat institutions. Against the backdrop of the Constitution (Seventy-
Third Amendment) Act, 1992 and the Bihar Panchayati Raj Act, 1993 and 2006, the research is being
conducted. Both of these pieces of legislation have the intention of empowering the people living in
rural areas by strengthening the Gram Sabha. Within the framework of the panchayati raj system of
local self-governance, the Gram Sabha occurs to be the heart or center of the apparatus. Completely
based on a primary survey that was carried out in four villages located inside the Atri Block of the
Gaya District of Bihar, which is one of the areas in India that is considered to be among the least
developed and most backward districts.

Saxena, Naresh. (2005). Decentralization of rural areas and the establishment of panchayati raj
institutions (PRIs) represent a significant shift in the institutional landscape of rural India. At the end
of the day, they could provide a more advantageous alternative for the relief of poverty and rural
development. However, it was a folly to believe that PRIs would develop as caring institutions in an
atmosphere where politics were based on rent-seeking and bureaucracy was unresponsive and
ineffective. If politicians and government workers at the district level are apathetic to the welfare of
the people, then it is unreasonable to believe that politicians at the village and block level would be
any different. The early promotion of PRIs thus carries a significant amount of danger. There have
been previous efforts at decentralization in India that have been unsuccessful, in part due to the
opposition of the bureaucracy and politicians at the state level who have vested interests. These
entrenched interests continue to exist. When decentralization is not adequately planned, sequenced,
and executed, it has the potential to increase the financial burden that is placed on the states and to
result in a breakdown in service delivery, particularly for those who are economically disadvantaged.
Therefore, the empowering of panchayats necessitates the implementation of political and public
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service reforms simultaneously. The changes that are unique to panchayats and decentralization are
discussed in this article from a variety of perspectives.

I1l. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research was conducted in the Alappuzha district of Kerala. Consider the ninety respondents who
were chosen at random from each of the blocks in Kuttanad and Mavelikkara. Respondents were
chosen at random from each of the two groups of people who were members of the Panchayat samiti,
members of the officiating group, and those who were not members of the Panchaya. Knowledge
level of participating and non-participating respondents in relation to their responsibility, right, gender
discrimination, and development programs was the dependent variable of the study. The seven most
relevant independent variables, which were education, land holding, age, annual income, level of
participation, duration of membership, and awareness of ongoing program awareness in Panchayat,
were identified as the independent variables after the study was conducted. With the assistance of a
planned timetable that had been established specifically for the purpose, the variables were measured.
After establishing a strong connection with the individuals, the data were gathered via the use of
personal interviews.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The results of the study are presented here with in different sub-sections based on the objectives.

Table 1: Socio-personal and economic characteristics of the respondents

Officiating member Panchayat Samiti | Non -member
Member

f % f % f %
Age (in Years)
18-30 13 43 14 47 12 40
31-42 7 23 9 30 4 14
43-55 9 30 6 20 10 33
56 above 1 4 1 3 4 13
Caste
General 13 43 10 33 14 47
Back ward caste 14 47 14 47 7 23
Schedule caste 3 10 6 20 9 30
Occupation
Agriculture and Allied | 13 43 3 10 18 60
Business 13 43 18 60 3 10
Skilled labour 0 0 1 4 3 10
Non skilled labour 2 7 8 26 2 7
Service 2 7 0 4 13

The following table presents a comprehensive analysis of the demographic features of those who are
participating in the Panchayat Samiti. It differentiates between individuals who are officiating
members, members of the Panchayat Samiti, and non-members across a variety of categories by
providing this information. A presentation of the data is made in terms of the percentage distribution
that exists within each category.

To begin, the data is organized into categories according to age groupings, including subcategories for
those aged 18 to 30, 31 to 42, 43 to 55, and 56 and older. There are 43% of officiating members who
fall into this category, while 47% of Panchayat Samiti members and 40% of non-members belong to
this age bracket. This age group include individuals between the ages of 18 and 30. Regarding the age
range of 31 to 42 years old, this group includes 23% of members who are officiating, 30% of
members who are members of the Panchayat Samiti, and 14% of individuals who are not members.
This age group is represented by thirty percent of the officiating members, twenty percent of the
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Panchayat Samiti members, and thirty-three percent of the non-members. Finally, in the age range of
56 and over, there are 4% of members who are officiating, 3% of members who are members of the
Panchayat Samiti, and 13% of people who are not members.

The data is further broken down into categories based on caste, with General, Backward Caste, and
Scheduled Caste being differentiated from one another. In the General category, there are 43% of
members who are officiating, 33% of members who are affiliated with the Panchayat Samiti, and 47%
of individuals who are not members. In terms of Backward Caste, the percentages are as follows: 47%
for members who are officiating, 47% for members of the Panchayat Samiti, and 23% for those who
are not members. Representatives from the Scheduled Caste group include ten percent of the
officiating members, twenty percent of the Panchayat Samiti members, and thirty percent of the non-
members.

To categorize persons according to their occupations, the table includes the following categories:
agriculture and allied, business, skilled labor, non-skilled labor, and service. There is participation
from 43 percent of the officiating members, 10 percent of the Panchayat Samiti members, and sixty
percent of the non-members in the agriculture and allied professions. Occupations in the business
sector account for 43 percent of officiating members, sixty percent of Panchayat Samiti members, and
ten percent of non-members.

One hundred percent of the non-members, four percent of the Panchayat Samiti members, and zero
percent of the officiating members make up the Skilled Labour. 7 percent of officiating members, 26
percent of Panchayat Samiti members, and 7 percent of non-members are involved in the non-skilled
labor activity.

One last point to consider is that the Service sector is comprised of 7% of officiating members and
13% of non-members, with no representation from members of the Panchayat Samiti.

In order to provide useful insights into the demographics of this governing body, this thorough table
presents the distribution of persons who are members of the Panchayat Samiti, as well as their
characteristics across age groups, castes, and vocations.

Table2: Knowledge level of the selected respondents towards Panchayati Raj Institution

Knowledge OfficiatingMember | Panchayat | Non- member
Samiti
Member
In your knowledge how many levels | 80.00 90.00 100.00
ofPanchayati raj
Name the levels of Panchayati raj. 75.00 55.00 95.00
How many years of Panchayat 89.00 65.00 85.00
How many seats are reserved for respondents | 45.00 65.00 78.00
in Panchayat?
How many seats are reserved for schedule | 85.00 45.00 45.00
caste in Panchayat?
How many seats are reserved for schedule | 78.00 25.00 25.00
tribes in Panchayat?
How many seats are reserved for other | 52.00 95.00 78.00
backward caste in Panchayat?
Corum of Panchayat? 45.00 78.00 85.00
Corum of gram sabha? 45.00 58.00 95.00
At least how many meetings are essential for | 98.00 45.00 58.00
gramsabha in one year?
What is the essential interval of panchayat | 45.00 98.00 45.00
meetings?
How many permanent committee in | 58.00 85.00 56.00
panchayat?
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Name the three source of income of | 85.00 45.00 78.00
panchayat?

The table provides information on various aspects of Panchayati Raj, particularly focusing on the
knowledge and officiating roles of members, levels of Panchayati Raj, years of Panchayat, reserved
seats for respondents, scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, and other backward castes in Panchayats, the
quorum of Panchayat and Gram Sabha, the essential meetings for Gram Sabha, intervals of Panchayat
meetings, the number of permanent committees in Panchayats, and three sources of income for
Panchayats.

The data presented in the table indicates that the respondents had differing degrees of comprehension
on the various parts of Panchayati Raj, both in terms of their knowledge and their ability to officiate
events. As an example, the levels of knowledge for Panchayati Raj vary from 80.00% to 100.00%, but
the levels of officiating range from 55.00% to 95.00% overall. The data also reveals that there are
variable degrees of knowledge and capabilities for officiating with regard to other factors, such as the
length of time that the Panchayat is in effect, the number of seats that are reserved for certain groups,
the quorum of meetings, and the sources of revenue.

The respondents exhibited varying degrees of comprehension on the Panchayati Raj, which is
comprised of many layers. It is possible to deduce that there is a variety of expertise among the
participants, despite the fact that the table does not clearly specify the precise degrees.

A better understanding of the reservation of seats in Panchayats for respondents, scheduled castes,
scheduled tribes, and other individuals belonging to backward castes may be gained from the table.
Based on the percentage numbers, it seems that the individual respondents had various degrees of
knowledge of these issues.

In addition, the table includes information on governance, including the quorum threshold for both the
Panchayat and the Gram Sabha, the meetings that are required for the Gram Sabha, the amount of
time that passes between Panchayat meetings, and the number of permanent committees that are
present in Panchayats.

According to the findings, the respondents' levels of comprehension about these governance-related
features of Panchayati Raj demonstrate a wide range of knowledge.

As a last point of discussion, the table presents three different sources of revenue for Panchayats, and
the respondents demonstrate varying degrees of understanding of these sources.

The table provides a thorough picture of the respondents' grasp of the Panchayati Raj, which is a
decentralized form of government. It demonstrates a broad range of knowledge and officiating
abilities among respondents about many aspects of Panchayati Raj.

V. CONCLUSION

In India, the Panchayati Raj system is a fundamental component of the country's decentralized
government structure. In this system, elected representatives at different levels play crucial roles in
the administration of local municipalities. The success of this system is contingent on the various
members of the Panchayati being aware of and having a grasp of their respective duties, legislative
powers, financial management, and communication abilities. There is an urgent need for focused
awareness efforts, training programs, and activities that are aimed at increasing the capacity of
Panchayati members in order to strengthen the success of decentralized government. We are able to
strengthen the foundations of the Panchayati Raj system by cultivating a group of local leaders who
are well-informed and proactive. This will allow us to ensure that the development of India's different
landscapes is more transparent, responsible, and sustainable.
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