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ABSTRACT 

In India, English is seen not only to be the key to economic prosperity, but for the social 

status as well.  Parents, especially those belonging to the upper and middle classes, expect 

their children to get the best type of education; and they feel that it is possible only through 

English medium education right from the primary stage.  There has been a growing demand 

for English medium education in the country; and this has resulted in mushrooming of 

English medium schools, particularly at primary and upper-primary levels under private 

sector.  English Medium Education in primary schools has become very expensive for people 

belonging to middle and lower-middle classes.  To combat this situation,  the Government of 

Andhra Pradesh has started recently English medium sections in Government schools for the 

benefit of the public, particularly for people living below the poverty line.  The present study 

is an attempt to explore the perceptions of teachers towards English medium instruction in 

primary schools. The researchers used a well-developed questionnaire to collect data from a 

sample of 120 teachers from 40 selected primary schools located in Visakhapatnam District 

of Andhra Pradesh using Stratified Random Sampling technique.  The data were analyzed 

using inferential statistics. The findings of the study revealed that the demographic variables 

– Gender, Age and Location of the institution have no influence on the perceptions of 

teachers towards English medium instruction in primary schools.  The study suggested that 

the Government should organize Faculty Development Programmes (FDPs) for teachers 

working in primary schools in order to equip them with the necessary skills and competencies 

to teach the young children through the medium of English. Further, the study suggested that 

the schools should provide necessary audio-visual equipment for students to have a concrete 

understanding of the subjects taught through the medium of English. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English is a widely spoken language today. It has often been referred to as ‘global language’, 

the language most often taught as a second language in different nations across the globe.  

Because of the great ethnic and linguistic diversity found within our nation, English acts as an 

indispensable ‘link’ language in India.  It is a means of communication, a library language, a 

language of trade and commerce, administration and management.  It has attained the status 

of an international language.  It is a key to open the doors of success and a means of 

increasing career opportunities for many people on the global platform.  English, as a 

medium of instruction, has been accepted across different states of the nation to meet the 

learning needs of students at different stages.  But there has been a long debate with regard to 

the introduction of English as medium of instruction in school education, particularly at 

primary stage of education.  Very recently, the Government of Andhra Pradesh introduced 

English medium sections in the existing Government schools apart from providing instruction 

in the regional language or the mother tongue.  As medium of instruction, English helps 
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students keep pace with the latest advancements and breakthroughs in different walks of life.  

It enhances students’ abilities and proficiency in communication. 
 

 

THE CONCEPT OF ‘MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION’ 
 

‘Medium of Instruction’ is a language used in teaching where the very language may or may 

not be the official one.   The current status of English as a medium of instruction (EMI) in 

schools reflects a broader global trend, with many education systems adopting English as the 

primary language of instruction. This is based on the belief that knowledge of English 

enables students to succeed in an increasingly connected world. Nevertheless, this overall 

change has given rise to ongoing debate and complex challenges in its implementation. The 

upcoming systematic review focused on ‘Implementation of English as a medium of 

instructional policy in schools’ will critically analyze the current scenario and explore the 

successes and difficulties while considering different perspectives on EMI policy.  

 

STATUS OF ‘ENGLISH’ AS MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN PRIMARY 

SCHOOLS 

English, as medium of instruction in primary schools, offers several educational, social, and 

economic advantages when implemented effectively.   However, English is no longer the 

default medium of instruction in India’s primary schools. Since the 2025–26 academic year, 

the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) and other Boards have mandated the use 

of the mother tongue or regional language at the foundational stage (pre-primary to Grade 2), 

with English introduced gradually as a second language.  The National Education Policy 

(NEP)-2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE)-2023 

also strongly emphasized that mother tongue or home language should be the medium of 

instruction in early grades.  It is also believed that children learn concepts faster in familiar 

languages, improving comprehension in math, science and literacy.  If the mother tongue is 

impractical due to classroom diversity or lack of script, it is suggested that a regional/state 

language may be used in place of mother tongue.  The Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) directed that the instruction up to grade 2 (for children in the age group 3-8 years) 

should primarily be in mother tongue or regional language.  It is suggested that the students 

may be given oral exposure to a second language, often English.  However, reading and 

writing should go in the regional language only.  The Board also suggested that the 

instruction for grades 3 – 5 (for children in the age group of    8-11 years) should be 

continued using the regional language, with a gradual literacy development in second 

language (English or Hindi).  From Middle-stage, i.e. from grade 6 onwards, there should be 

a structured introduction of English, aligning with three-language formula.    

 

From the above discussion, it should not be misunderstood that English is totally eliminated 

in primary schools. It remains part of the curriculum but is introduced later, primarily as 

second language.  The role of English language has been shifted from medium of instruction 

to that of a second language in early grades.  English exposure is delayed but structured, 

aiming for balanced bilingualism by middle school.  Most of the urban schools often retain 

English-medium teaching due to parental demand.  Many schools under private sector 

continue to use English-medium instruction; but CBSE-affiliated schools must comply with 

NEP/NCFSE guidelines. 

 

ADVANTAGES OF ‘ENGLISH’ AS MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION 

English Medium Instruction (EMI) offers students significant advantages, including global 

competitiveness, access to higher education opportunities and improved career prospects. It 
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also strengthens bilingual skills and prepares learners for participation in international 

academic and professional communities. 

 

The following are some of the benefits of English medium instruction in the career of the 

students in future. 

 

(i) Global Opportunities 
 

 Access to international universities: Many top institutions worldwide require 

English proficiency for admission. EMI prepares students early for these standards. 

 Career flexibility: English is the lingua franca of business, science, and technology, 

giving EMI students a competitive edge in multinational companies. 
 

(ii)  Academic Benefits 

 Improved language proficiency: Students develop strong English skills while 

learning subject content, enhancing both communication and comprehension. 

 Bilingual development: Research shows EMI can encourage the use of both English 

and the first language (L1), supporting deeper understanding and bilingual 

competence. 

 Access to global knowledge: Most cutting-edge research, journals, and resources are 

published in English, giving EMI students direct access. 

(iii)  Professional Advantages 

 Technology and medicine: English dominates these fields, so EMI students are better 

prepared for specialized careers. 

 Mobility: EMI graduates often find it easier to work abroad or collaborate 

internationally. 

(iv)  Social and Cultural Benefits 

 Global citizenship: EMI fosters intercultural awareness and adaptability, essential in 

today’s interconnected world. 

 Prestige and demand: EMI schools attract international students and partnerships, 

enhancing institutional reputation. 
 

 

English Medium Instruction (EMI) equips students with global skills, academic mobility and 

career advantages; but it must be implemented carefully to avoid disadvantaging learners 

with weaker English foundations.  
 
 

CHALLENGES IN ENGLISH MEDIUM INSTRUCTION IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
 

English medium instruction (EMI) in primary or upper primary schools offers many 

opportunities, but it also creates several challenges for students, teachers and parents, 

especially in multilingual countries  like India.  Some major challenges are: 

(i) Influence of mother tongue/regional language 
Young children may not be able to understand lessons properly when taught in English 

instead of teaching them in their mother tongue or in the native language. This can reduce 

comprehension and confidence on the part of the learners.  

(ii) Lack of professional competency among teachers 
Many primary school teachers do not have strong English speaking or teaching skills. This 

affects adversely the teaching-learning process. 

(iii) Lack of conceptual understanding among children 

Children may memorize English words without fully understanding concepts in subjects like 

Mathematics or Sciences.  

(iv) Lack of instructional materials 
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Many schools do not have quality English textbooks, digital resources, or teaching aids 

suitable for young learners.  

(v) Rural–Urban differences 
Students in rural areas often have less exposure to English compared to urban students, 

creating inequality in learning outcomes.  

(vi) Stress on students 

Learning the subject content in a new language can create stress and anxiety for primary 

school children.  

(vii) Lack of understanding among parents 
Parents who are not familiar with English language, particularly those from rural background, 

may find it difficult to understand  the communications sent to them from the school 

authorities and also guide their children in their studies at home. 

(viii) Lack of student engagement 
Students hesitate to participate actively in the classroom interaction and do not ask questions 

to the teachers for clarification of their doubts, as fear of making mistakes in English 

language may inhibit them from doing so. 
 

 

Making English Medium Instruction (EMI) effective in primary schools requires a shift from 

treating English as solely as a subject to treating it as a tool for learning.  The teachers should 

create a learner-friendly environment in the classroom in order to make the students        get 

rid of the fear in learning the concepts in different subjects through the medium of English. 
 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES 
 

A review of the related studies carried out in the field by the earlier researchers has been 

conducted; and a brief summary of the studies is provided in the following paragraphs. 
 

Jeanine Treffers-Daller  et al. (2022) conducted a study to find out to what extent low 

Socio-Economic Status (SES) children enrolled in government-run primary schools in 

Hyderabad are ready to receive instruction through the medium of English, i.e. English 

medium instruction (EMI). To this end the investigators studied children’s oral vocabulary 

skills,  the lexical complexity of their textbooks, as well as the amount of English input they 

receive in class. A subsample of 90 children from primary school Grades 4 and 5 who opted 

to carry out a story retelling task in English rather than in Telugu took part in the study. 

Results reveal that the children’s oral vocabulary levels are far below the levels required to 

read the textbook materials. The lexical diversity of the children’s stories as analyzed with 

the Index of Guiraud was also a significant predictor of their reading comprehension scores. 

The researchers concluded that children from low-SES enrolled in government schools are 

not ready for EMI, and call for further investigation into the levels of English vocabulary 

knowledge that are needed for EMI. 

Ernawati, E. et al. (2021) conducted a study to explore the perception of teachers and pupils 

of a primary school in Palembang. The participants of the study were the fifth-grade teachers 

and pupils in Paramount School Palembang. The data were collected by open-ended 

interviews with 3 Science teachers, 2 Mathematics teachers and 12 pupils in Paramount 

School Palembang. Thematic analysis was used in analyzing the data, and then the data were 

coded and classified into categories to form big themes based on the perceptions and 

information. The data analyzed revealed a consistency between teachers' and pupils' 

perceptions about EMI use in the classroom. The result mentioned that the teachers and 

pupils had positive perceptions because of the benefit of using English as a medium of 

instruction. 
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Liaquat Ali Channa (2014) conducted a study to explore quantitatively and qualitatively the 

government primary school teachers’ perceptions regarding seven aspects associated with the 

English medium policy in Sindh. While a mid-partial immersion model is supposed to occur in 

the public primary schools of Sindh based upon the proposed language policy in the NEP 2009, 

the study suggests that the model would not be fruitful. The study found that while the teachers 

had positive attitude regarding the current role and impact of English, they believed students 

would not be able to learn science and math taught in English in Grades 4 and 5. They held 

that students did not have sound English skills because the English was not adequately taught 

to them in Grades 1, 2, and 3. The teachers were also not satisfied with their own English 

skills. They believed they did not have adequate English proficiency for teaching in English. 

They thought they needed training in English medium instruction to teach the school subjects 

effectively using English as medium of instruction. 

 

NEED FOR THE PRESENT STUDY 

The research studies conducted earlier reveal that most of the students in primary schools find 

it difficult to understand the concepts in different school subjects when taught through the 

medium of Eglish.  The students in rural areas are of the opinion that mother tongue or the 

regional language should be the medium of instruction in primary schools.  Some of the 

teachers working in primary schools have also expressed certain difficulties in English 

medium instruction at primary level.  In this context, it is felt by the researchers to explore 

the perceptions of teachers towards English Medium Instruction (EMI) in primary schools, 

identify their problems in teaching, and suggest ways and means of overcoming these 

problems in English medium instruction.  The present study is an attempt in this direction. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  
 

 

The main objective of the present study is to explore the perceptions of teachers towards 

English Medium Instruction in primary schools. 

 

The study also aims at examining the influence of certain demographic variables, viz., 

Gender, Age and Type of school management on the perceptions of teachers towards English 

Medium Instruction in primary schools.   

 

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY 
 

The following hypotheses have been formulated for the present investigation: 
 

 

(i) There is no significant difference in the perceptions of male and female teachers 

towards English Medium Instruction (EMI) in primary schools.  

(ii) There is no significant difference in the perceptions of teachers aged below 40 

years and those aged 40 years and above towards English Medium Instruction (EMI) 

in primary schools. 

(iii) There is no significant difference in the perceptions of teachers working in 

Government and Private schools towards English medium instruction in primary 

schools. 

 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
 

The study is limited to find out the influence of three socio-demographic variables, viz., 

gender, age and type of school management on the perceptions of teachers towards English 

Medium Instruction (EMI) in primary schools.  
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DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
 

The study is confined to 120 Secondary Grade Teachers (SGTs) working in 40 selected 

secondary schools located in the rural as well as urban areas  in Visakhapatnam District of 

Andhra Pradesh. 
 

 

DESIGN OF THE STUDY 
 

(a)  Method of Research 

Since the present study is a survey involving collection of data from the respondents, 

the investigators used Descriptive survey method for the present investigation. 

(b)  Sample 

The sample of the study consists of 120 Secondary Grade Teachers (SGTs) working in  

40 selected primary schools located in Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh.  The 

sample was selected from the population using ‘Random Sampling’ method.   

(c) .Research Tool   

The researchers used a well-developed ‘questionnaire’ consisting of 35 items as 

research tool  to collect data from the respondents.  

(d)  Administration of the tool  

The tool was initially administered to 20 Secondary Grade Teachers (SGTs) working in 

5 (Five) Primary schools located in Visakhapatnam city under Pilot study.  The 

measures of reliability, validity and objectivity of the tool have been calculated.  

Further, the researchers conducted item analysis for the items included in the tool.  Out 

of 35 items selected for the tool, the discriminating power of 30 items has been found 

positive and is negative in respect of 5 items. The final tool consists of 30 items, which 

are foolproof in all respects. It has been administered to 120 teachers (SGTs) working 

in 40 selected Primary Schools of Visakhapatnam district in Andhra Pradesh. 
 

(e) Analysis and interpretation of data  

The data collected has been analyzed and interpreted using different statistical techniques 

such as Arithmetic Means, Standard Deviations and t-ratios; and are presented in the 

following table. 

 

Table showing t-values of different variables relating to the attitude of teachers  

towards English as medium of instruction in primary schools 
 
 

S. No. Variable N Mean S.D. t-ratio Result 
 

 

1 

 
 

 

 

Gender 

 

 

Male 

Female 

 

70 

50 

 

  99.64 

101.30 

 

27.35 

23.31 

 
 
 

0.36* 

 

*Not Significant 

at 0.05 and 0.01 
levels 

 
 

 
 

2 

 

 

 
 

 

Age 

 

Below 40 yrs. 

40 yrs. & above 

 

90 

30 

 

98.94 

 101.17 

 

27.52 

25.55 

 
 
 

0.41* 

 

 

*Not Significant 

at 0.05 and 0.01 

levels 

 
 

3 

 
 

 

Type of school 

Management 

 
 

Government 

Private 

 

80 

40 

 

  92.25 

102.50 

 

22.74 

28.57 

 
 

 

1.98* 

 

 
 
 

 

*Significant at 

0.05 level 
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FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 
 
 

On the basis of the analysis and interpretation of data, the researchers have arrived at the 

following findings and drawn the conclusions. 

1. There is no significant difference in the perceptions of male and female teachers 

towards English Medium  Instruction (EMI) in primary schools. 

2. There is no significant difference in the perceptions of teachers aged below 40 years 

and those aged 40 years and above towards English Medium Instruction (EMI) in 

primary schools. 

3. There is significant difference in the perceptions of teachers working in Government 

and Private schools towards English Medium Instruction (EMI) in primary schools.   
 

The teachers working in private schools perceived higher towards English Medium 

Instruction (EMI) in primary schools as compared to their counterparts working in 

Government schools. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

From the findings of the study, it is concluded that ‘gender’ and ‘age’ have no influence on 

the perceptions of teachers towards English Medium Instruction (EMI) in primary schools.  

However, type of school management has a positive influence on their perceptions towards 

EMI in primary schools. 

 

EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 

(i) The study helps teachers working in primary schools to identify the learning 

difficulties of students in English Medium Instruction at primary level. 

(ii) The present study helps teachers develop a positive attitude and right perceptions 

towards teaching different school subjects through the medium of English at primary 

level. 

(iii) The study provides foundation for children towards English Medium Instruction 

during the early years of their growth and development. 

(iv) The study would help the government and policy makers identify the problems of 

English Medium Instruction in primary schools; and suggest the remedial measures to 

overcome these problems. 

(v) The study helps to motivate students of primary schools towards English Medium 

Instruction (EMI). 
 
 

 

REFERENCES     
 

1. Best, John W. and James V. Kahn (2003):  Research  in  Education.  New Delhi:  Prentice 

Hall of India Private Limited. 
 

2. Bhatia, K. K. (1974):  Measurement  and  Evaluation  in  Education.  Ludhiana:  Prakash 

3. Brothers  (Educational Publishers), 1974. 

4. Ernawati, E.,  Sofendi, S.  &  Silvhany, S. (2021): English  as  a  Medium of  Instruction 

(EMI): A  primary   school  teachers’   and   students’  perceptions.  International Research 

in Counseling and Education, Volume 5, Issue 1,  pp. 24-32. 

5. Garrett, H.E. (1965): Statistics in Psychology and Education. Bombay: Vakils, Feffer 

and Simons Private Limited, 3rd Indian Edition. 

6. Jeanine Treffers-Daller, Lina Mukhopadhyay,  Anusha Balasubramanian, Vasim Tamboli 

&  Ianthi Tsimpli (2022):   How  ready  are  Indian  Primary  School  children for 

English Medium Instruction?  An Analysis of the Relationship between the Reading Skills  

of   Low-SES  Children,  their  Oral  Vocabulary  and  English input  in  the  classroom 



International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE)  

DOI:10.48047/intjecse/v18i3.12 ISSN: 1308-5581 Vol 18, Issue 03 2026    

167 

in Government Schools in India.  Applied Linguistics, Vol. 43, Issue 4,February, 2022, 

pp.746-775 
 

7. Liaquat Ali Channa (2014):  English medium for the Government Primary School of             

Sindh, Pakistan: An Exploration of Government Primary School Teachers’ Attitudes. A 

Ph.D. Dissertation submitted to the University of Georgia in May, 2014.  
 

8. NCERT (2014):    Basics   in   Education.     Publications Division,    National Council of 

Educational Research and Training (NCERT),   Sri Aurobindo Marg,  New Delhi, June, 

2014. ISBN:  978-93-5007-283-7. 

9. NCERT (2023):    National Curriculum Framework for School Education-2023. National 

Council of Educational Research and Training, New Delhi. 

10. NEP (2020):   Policy   Document   on   ‘National  Education   Policy-2020’.  New Delhi: 

Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India, July 29, 2020 
 
 

 

11. Report   of   the  Indian  Education  Commission  (1964-66): Education   and   National 

Development.  New Delhi: Ministry of Education, Government of India, 1966.  
 

 
 


